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NOTES AND NEWS

Contributors to This Issue

Shankar Aswani is a Professor in the Department of Anthropology and Department
of Ichthyology and Fisheries Science (DIFS) at Rhodes University, Grahamstown,
South Africa. His expertise is in the human dimensions of tropical coastal and marine
resource use, conservation, development and policy, with particular attention to the
intersection between human ecology, marine science and conservation biology. His
fields of specialisation include human behavioural ecology, vulnerability and resilience
analysis, indigenous knowledge, GIS and marine spatial planning, and ethnohistory.
Aswani also is active in applied conservation and development projects, hybridising
natural and social sciences with local knowledge and institutions for comprehensive
resource management.

Phyllis Herda is a Senior Lecturer in Anthropology and Women’s Studies at the
University of Auckland, New Zealand. She gained an MA degree in Anthropology at
the University of Auckland and completed a PhD in Pacific History at the Australian
National University. She has always worked across traditional disciplines. She
continues to research and write on Tongan ethnography and history; gender, disease
and colonialism in Polynesia; and Polynesian textiles, ancient and modern.

Lissa Gendreau is a Collections Technician at the Bernice P. Bishop Museum in
Honolulu, Hawai‘i. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Art History from Pepperdine
University, California.

Billie Lythberg is a Research Fellow at the University of Auckland, New Zealand
and former Research Associate for “Artefacts of Encounter” at the Cambridge
University Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology. Her research interests
include indigenous economies and aesthetics, with particular foci on Maori and
Tongan arts and literatures, the contexts in which these emerge and in which they
are valued and exchanged, and 18th century artefacts (both tangible and intangible)
of encounters with Europeans where object exchanges were harnessed to political
and economic objectives.

Alex E. Morrison is a Post-Doctoral Research Fellow in Anthropology,
University of Auckland, New Zealand. His research interests include paleoecological
modelling, remote sensing and geophysical techniques, agent-based simulation and
human predator-prey dynamics in marine ecosystems. Alex has been involved in
archaeological research projects in Rapa Nui, Hawai‘i, Samoa, Fiji, the Cook Islands,
the Mariana Islands and Ecuador.

Andrew McAlister is a researcher in Anthropology, University of Auckland, New
Zealand. His research interests include the archacology of the Marquesas Islands, the
Cook Islands and New Zealand, with an emphasis on investigating the distribution
of material culture as a means of identifying social interaction.

Mara A. Mulrooney is an Assistant Anthropologist at Bernice P. Bishop Museum,
Honolulu, Hawai‘i. She has completed archaeological research throughout Oceania,
most recently focused on Rapa Nui, Papua New Guinea, New Zealand, and the
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Hawaiian Islands. She is the director of the Ho‘omaka Hou Research Initiative at
the Bishop Museum, which is a collaborative collections-based research programme.
Her primary research interests include landscape analyses and the refinement of
chronological models.

Christopher M. Stevenson is an Assistant Professor in the Anthropology Program
in the School of World Studies at Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond,
Virginia, U.S.A. His research interests include prehistoric agricultural systems on
Rapa Nui and the Canary Islands, as well as glass hydrothermal experimentation,
the application of obsidian hydration dating, and ceramic rehydroxylation dating.





