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pigs out. Porgera Valley of highlands Papua New Guinea in western 
Enga Province. Photograph courtesy of Jerry K. Jacka.
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NOTES AND NEWS

Contributors to This Issue

Philip Gibbs is a New Zealander, who has been working in Papua New Guinea since 
1973. He has a post-graduate Diploma in Anthropology from Sydney University 
and a Doctorate in Theology from the Gregorian University, Rome. He has served 
as a parish priest, researcher and teacher.  At present he is head of the Department of 
Governance and Leadership at Divine Word University, Madang, Papua New Guinea.

Alan Howard is Emeritus Professor of Anthropology at the University of Hawai‘i 
—Mänoa. He has been conducting research on and writing about Rotuman culture and 
history for more than 50 years. Alan, together with Jan Rensel (see below), maintain 
active ties with Rotumans on the home island and in communities around the world, 
in person as well as through the Rotuma website, developed by Alan, and Facebook.

Jerry K. Jacka is Assistant Professor in the Department of Anthropology at the 
University of Colorado Boulder. He has worked in western Enga Province since 
1998 on the political ecology of resource extraction and indigenous resource 
management.  His recently published book (2015, Duke University Press) is entitled 
Alchemy in the Rain Forest: Politics, Ecology, and Resilience in a New Guinea 
Mining Area.

Malama Meleisea holds the Samoan chiefly titles Leasiolagi and Meleiseä. He is 
Professor of Samoan Studies at the National University of Samoa. He was previously 
Country Director for UNESCO in Afghanistan and Bangladesh, and before that 
headed Centres of Pacific Studies at the University of Canterbury and the University 
of Auckland in New Zealand. 

Jan Rensel is the Managing Editor at the Center for Pacific Islands Studies, 
University of Hawai‘i—Mänoa. She conducted PhD research in Rotuma. With Alan 
Howard, Jan has published numerous articles and a book, Island Legacy: A History of 
the Rotuman People (2007), as well as an edited collection, Pacific Islands Diaspora, 
Identity, and Incorporation, a special issue of Pacific Studies (2014).

Penelope Schoeffel is Associate Professor at the Centre for Samoan Studies, 
National University of Samoa where she leads the postgraduate program in 
Development Studies. She previously taught anthropology and courses in the 
Development Studies program at the University of Auckland and as a visiting lecturer 
at universities in Thailand and Bangladesh.

A Further Donation from a Life Member of the Society

Bernard (Bernie) Kernot has been a long-time member and Life Member of the Society, 
and was its Secretary in the early 1970s. In appreciation of the aims and activities 
of the Society, he has made an unrestricted gift of $1000 in support of its purposes. 
The Council has agreed to add his gift to the developing fund designed to support 
NZ graduate scholars’ research in Oceania.




