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The Nayacakalou Medal is presented to Associate Professor
Judith Hunstman by Professor Michael Reilly (on behalf of The
Polynesian Society Council) prior to her medal lecture entitled
“The Treasures of Tokelau”.



NOTES AND NEWS

Article Contributors

Joseph Genz is an Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University of Hawai‘i at
Hilo. He has co-facilitated the revitalisation of Marshallese voyaging and has written
on the science of wave navigation and interpretations of Marshallese stick charts. His
forthcoming book, Breaking the Shell: Voyaging from Nuclear Refugees to People of
the Sea in the Marshall Islands (University of Hawai‘i Press), presents the journey
of his main collaborator, a navigator from Rongelap.

Susanne Kuehling, a German anthropologist, is Associate Professor at the
University of Regina in Canada. She received her MA from Géttingen University,
Germany. For her doctoral research she conducted 18 months of fieldwork on Dobu
Island, Papua New Guinea. Her PhD thesis (The Australian National University,
1999) was titled “The Name of the Gift: Ethics of Exchange on Dobu Island”. She
has published a book (Dobu: Ethics of Exchange on a Massim Island, University
of Hawai‘i Press, 2005) and journal articles on kula exchange, value, personhood,
morality, gender, emplacement and teaching methods. Her current project on the
revitalisation of kula exchange was developed during a number of visits to Dobu
Island, Papua New Guinea (2009, 2012, 2015) and is funded by the Canadian Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC). She taught for five years at
Heidelberg University before moving to Canada in 2008.

Steven Webster is an Honorary Research Fellow in Anthropology at the University
of Auckland. He completed his PhD in cultural anthropology at the University of
Washington, Seattle, immigrated with his family to New Zealand, and taught social
anthropology and Maori studies at the University from 1972 to 1998. His research
interests are Maori social organisation and ethnohistory, political economy, ethnicity
and treaty rights.

Other News

The Polynesian Society awards three medals for outstanding achievements in Pacific
research: The Nayacakalou Medal, The Elsdon Best Memorial Medal and The Te Rangi
Hiroa Medal of the Royal Society of New Zealand. The Nayacakalou Medal honours
the late Dr Rusiate Nayacakalou for his outstanding ethnological writing on Fijian and
Polynesian society and culture. The Medal is considered (but not necessarily awarded)
annually for recent significant publications on Pacific Island research relevant to the
aims and purposes of the Polynesian Society, and the interests and concerns of Dr
Nayacakalou. The recipient is typically asked to present a paper on the occasion of
receiving the Medal, which is subsequently published in the Journal. This year the
Nayacakalou Medal will be awarded at the May AGM to Associate Professor Judith
Hunstman, long-standing Honorary Editor of the Journal of the Polynesian Society,
retired University of Auckland academic staff and currently Honorary Academic of
Anthropology in the School of Social Sciences.








