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NOTES AND NEWS

Contributors to This Issue

Brian Diettrich (PhD, University of Hawai‘i, Manoa) is Senior Lecturer in
Ethnomusicology at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. Brian’s
research has focused on Oceania and especially on music in the Federated States of
Micronesia (FSM). Among his publications is the co-authored book Music in Pacific
Island Cultures: Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture (Oxford University Press,
2011). Brian has chaired the Oceania Study Group of the International Council for
Traditional Music since 2015, and he formerly taught music in the FSM at the College
of Micronesia.

David Goodwin is a Senior Lecturer at Te Kura Kairiiri, the School of Surveying
at the University of Otago, New Zealand. His research interests include Maori and
African land tenure, cadastres, archaeoastronomy and literary cartography.

Judith Huntsman has been an Honorary Professorial Research Fellow in
Anthropology at the University of Auckland since her retirement in early 2001. She
has been active in retirement, first researching and writing The Future of Tokelau:
Decolonising Agendas 1975-2006 (Auckland University Press, 2007), and thereafter
publishing articles on aspects of Tokelau life and history. The article herein derives
from her Nayacakalou Medal Lecture, presented earlier this year. Her association
with the Polynesian Society is long-standing and she was Honorary Editor of the
Journal for two decades, a tenure that ended in 2016. Her research focus has been
with Tokelau people, in the atolls and in New Zealand, and often in collaboration with
the late Antony Hooper; their diverse Tokelau research has always been in relation to
the lives and histories of other peoples and places of Polynesia.

Patrick Kirch is Chancellor’s Professor Emeritus and Professor of the Graduate
School at the University of California, Berkeley. Prof. Kirch, who received his PhD
from Yale University (1975), has conducted extensive archaeological fieldwork
throughout Melanesia and Polynesia over more than 50 years and published
extensively on related topics. His honours include election to the U.S. National
Academy of Sciences, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American
Philosophical Society and the Australian Academy of the Humanities.

Jillian Swift is a post-doctoral researcher at the Max Planck Institute for the
Science of Human History in Jena, Germany. She received her PhD in Anthropology
from the University of California, Berkeley in 2016, with a dissertation that applied
isotopically-reconstructed Pacific rat diet as a proxy for paleoenvironmental change on
several Polynesian islands. Her research pursues novel applications of stable isotope
analysis towards understanding the impacts of human-translocated animals on past
island societies and ecosystems.








