
T
H

E
 JO

U
R

N
A

L
 O

F
 T

H
E

 P
O

LY
N

E
S

IA
N

 S
O

C
IE

T
Y



THE JOURNAL OF THE
POLYNESIAN SOCIETY

Volume 126 DECEMBER 2017 Number 4

Published quarterly
by the

Polynesian Society (Inc.), Auckland, New Zealand

Editor
MELINDA S. ALLEN 

Review Editors
ETHAN COCHRANE 

PHYLLIS HERDA

Editorial Assistants
MONA-LYNN COURTEAU

DOROTHY BROWN



Published in New Zealand by the Polynesian Society (Inc.)

Copyright © 2017 by the Polynesian Society (Inc.)

Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study,
research, criticism, or review, as permitted under the
Copyright Act, no part of this publication may be reproduced
by any process without written permission.

Inquiries should be made to:

 Hon. Secretary
 af-jps@auckland.ac.nz.
 The Polynesian Society
 c/- Māori Studies
 University of Auckland
 Private Bag 92019, Auckland

ISSN 0032-4000 (print)
ISSN 2230-5955 (online)

Indexed in SCOPUS, WEB OF SCIENCE, INFORMIT NEW ZEALAND COLLECTION, 
INDEX NEW ZEALAND, ANTHROPOLOGY PLUS, ACADEMIC SEARCH PREMIER, 
HISTORICAL ABSTRACTS, EBSCOhost, MLA INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY, 
JSTOR, CURRENT CONTENTS (Social & Behavioural Sciences).

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

Cover image: A Te Alo Lili in low wind conditions with its “arms” in 
a default position. Photo by Wade Fairley.



Volume 126 DECEMBER 2017 Number 4

CONTENTS

Notes and News  ..................................................................................... 373

Articles

MARIANNE GEORGE
Te Laa o Lata of Taumako: Gauging the Performance 
 of an Ancient Polynesian Sail  ........................................................ 377

NAOMI ALISA CALNITSKY
On the “Margins” of Empire? Toward a History of Hawaiian 
	 Labour	and	Settlement	in	the	Pacific	Northwest	 ........................  417

PHYLLIS HERDA, BILLIE LYTHBERG, ANDY MILLS 
and MELENAITE TAUMOEFOLAU
What’s in a Name?: Reconstructing Nomenclature of Prestige and 
 Persuasion in Late 18th-century Tongan Material Culture  ........  443

DILYS JOHNS, SHAR BRIDEN, RACHEL WESLEY 
and GEOFFREY IRWIN
Understanding Aotearoa’s Past through the Recovery and 
 Conservation of a 15th-century Canoe and its Fibrework 
 from Papanui Inlet, Otago Peninsula  .......................................... 469

Reviews

MacCarthy, Michelle: Making the Modern Primitive: Cultural Tourism 
 in the Trobriand Islands. JOSEPH M. CHEER  ......................................... 495

Richards, Rhys: Tracking Travelling Taonga: A Narrative Review of How 
 Maori Items Got to London from 1798, to Salem in 1802, 1807 and 1812, 
 and Elsewhere up to 1840. JEREMY COOTE  ........................................... 497



 374

Skelly, Robert and Bruno David: Hiri: Archaeology of Long Distance Maritime 
Trade along the South Coast of Papua New Guinea. JIM RHOADS  ........ 501

Publications Received  ........................................................................................ 504

Publications of the Polynesian Society  .............................................................. 505 



NOTES AND NEWS

Contributors to This Issue
Shar Briden is Director of Absolute Archaeology Ltd., Dunedin. Prior to this Shar was 
a Historic and Cultural Technical Advisor with the Department of Conservation for 
ten years, overseeing a variety of archaeological projects in the Otago Conservancy. 
Shar is currently recording rock art throughout the South Island for the Ngāi Tahu 
Māori Rock Art Charitable Trust and holds the Heritage New Zealand–Pouhere Taonga 
Authorities for ongoing assessment of at-risk archaeological sites at Papanui Inlet. 
Her research interests include carved wood assemblages from pre-European Aotearoa.

Naomi Alisa Calnitsky is an independent scholar and oral historian based in 
Winnipeg, Canada. She received her doctorate in history at Carleton University (2017) 
with a focus on Mexican farm labour mobilities to Canada in the postwar period. She 
was also a Commonwealth Scholar at the University of Otago, New Zealand (2007–08), 
where her research focused on the colonial periods of the Independent State of Sāmoa 
and Vanuatu, as well as Pacific Island mobilities to New Zealand in the postwar period.

Marianne George has a PhD in Cultural Anthropology from the University of 
Virginia (1988), and over 100,000 nautical miles of remote, blue-water sailing. David 
Schneider and Victor and Edith Turner were her primary anthropological mentors. 
Since 1988 George’s main affiliation has been with the Pacific Traditions Society 
(PTS), a nonprofit organisation with an educational purpose. George served as 
Principal Investigator of the Vaka Taumako Project of PTS for 20 years. She is now a 
non-voting member of the board of the Vaka Taumako Project of Solomon Islands/Vaka 
Valo Association, which administers the Lata Voyaging School of the Duff Islands and 
supports ongoing research and documentation, as well as networking between oceanic 
voyagers. George, and associates, are writing a book entitled Sailing with Lata and 
producing a documentary series, “We, the Voyagers: Mātou Nga MokuPuna o Lata”. 

Phyllis Herda is a Senior Lecturer in Anthropology, University of Auckland. She 
began working in Polynesia in the early 1980s and continues to research, publish and 
teach on Tongan ethnography, European explorers in Polynesia, 18th- and 19th-century 
Polynesia art and material culture, Tongan oral traditions and history, gender, disease 
and colonialism, as well as Polynesian textiles—traditional and contemporary. She 
is currently leading a research team on a project funded by the Marsden Fund, Royal 
Society of New Zealand, on art and material culture from Tonga in the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries.
Geoffrey	Irwin is an Emeritus Professor of Archaeology in the School of Social 

Sciences at the University of Auckland. His research interests include Polynesian 
navigation, wetland archaeology and the history of canoe manufacture in Aotearoa. 
Recent publications include articles in Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences (USA) and	 Journal	 of	Pacific	Archaeology	with Dilys Johns and other 
colleagues. Irwin is the author of Kohika:	The	Archaeology	of	a	Late	Māori	Lake	
Village	in	the	Ngāti	Awa	Rohe,	Bay	of	Plenty,	New	Zealand. He is a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of New Zealand, the Society of the Antiquaries, and also the New 
Zealand Academy of the Humanities.



Dilys Johns is a Senior Research Fellow in the School of Social Sciences and 
Director of the Conservation Laboratory at the University of Auckland. Her interests 
focus on research partnerships with indigenous Māori tribal groups (iwi), as well 
as the conservation of wet organic materials and their contexts in New Zealand 
wetland archaeology. Recent publications include articles in the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences (USA) and the	Journal	of	Pacific	Archaeology	with 
Geoff Irwin and other colleagues. Dilys is a Fellow of the International Institute for 
Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works (London, UK) and Assistant Coordinator 
of the International Council of Museums—Committee for Conservation, Wet Organic 
Archaeological Materials Working Group (Paris, France).

Billie Lythberg is an interdisciplinary researcher working at the junction of 
museum ethnography and economics at the University of Auckland Business 
School. Her research interests include Oceanic sciences, arts and oral histories; cross-
cultural theories of value, valuables and valuation; sustainability and environmental 
management; and social innovation. She is co-editor of Artefacts of Encounter: Cook’s 
Voyages, Colonial Collecting and Museum Histories (University of Otago Press, 2016).

Andy Mills is a Historical Researcher for the University of Glasgow’s AHRC-funded 
project “Situating Pacific Barkcloth in Time and Place”. He has previously participated 
in the “Fijian Art Project” at the University of East Anglia and curated the Oceania 
Collections at the Horniman Museum. Andy’s main research interests are the 18th- and 
19th-century art history of Polynesia, with a particular focus on iconography and stylistic 
chronology, regional stylistic variation and identity, the cultural contextualisation of 
material style and the history of collecting and museums in Europe.

Melenaite Taumoefolau is a Senior Lecturer at the Centre for Pacific Studies, Te 
Wānanga o Waipapa, University of Auckland. As well as publishing several articles on 
linguistic aspects of Tongan, she has co-authored a book on Queen Sālote’s poetry where 
she translated 114 of the Queen’s poems into English. She led the national monolingual 
Tongan dictionary project, which culminated in the publication of the first monolingual 
Tongan dictionary (2010). Her wider research interests are in Pacific Studies as an 
interdisciplinary subject, with a focus on Pacific languages and indigenous knowledge.

Rachel Wesley is an active participant in Ōtākou Marae affairs and is currently the 
Deputy Chair of Te Rūnanga o Ōtākou and Curator Māori at Otago Museum, Dunedin. 
Rachel’s research interests include the intersections between the traditional histories 
of southern Māori and archaeological knowledge, and the theoretical frameworks 
and methodologies of indigenous archaeology.

Erratum
Please note that there is an error in one of the equations found in Kirch and Swift 
2017: 325. The correct equation is as follows: 
αj > θj(1...n) > βj ≥ αk > θk(1...n) > βk

The error has been corrected in the online PDF but remains in the print copy.
Kirch, Patrick V. and Jillian A. Swift, 2017. New AMS radiocarbon dates and a 
re-evaluation of the cultural sequence of Tikopia Island, Southeast Solomon Islands.
Journal of the Polynesian Society 126 (3): 313-336. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15286/
jps.126.3.313-336. 


