
T
H

E
 JO

U
R

N
A

L
 O

F
 T

H
E

 P
O

LY
N

E
S

IA
N

 S
O

C
IE

T
Y

V
O

L
U

M
E

 128 N
o.3  SE

PT
E

M
B

E
R

 2019

VOLUME 128 No.3 SEPTEMBER 2019



THE JOURNAL OF THE
POLYNESIAN SOCIETY

Volume 128 SEPTEMBER 2019 Number 3

Published quarterly by the Polynesian Society (Inc.),
Auckland, New Zealand

Editor
MELINDA S. ALLEN 

Reviews Editor
PHYLLIS HERDA

Editorial Assistant
MONA-LYNN COURTEAU



Published in New Zealand by the Polynesian Society (Inc.)

Copyright © 2019 by the Polynesian Society (Inc.)

Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study,
research, criticism, or review, as permitted under the
Copyright Act, no part of this publication may be reproduced
by any process without written permission.

Inquiries should be made to:

 Secretary
 jps@auckland.ac.nz
 The Polynesian Society
 c/- Anthropology, School of Social Sciences
 University of Auckland
 Private Bag 92019, Auckland

ISSN 0032-4000 (print)
ISSN 2230-5955 (online)

Indexed in SCOPUS, WEB OF SCIENCE, INFORMIT NEW ZEALAND COLLECTION, 
INDEX NEW ZEALAND, ANTHROPOLOGY PLUS, ACADEMIC SEARCH PREMIER, 
HISTORICAL ABSTRACTS, EBSCOhost, MLA INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY, 
JSTOR, CURRENT CONTENTS (Social & Behavioural Sciences), ERIHPLUS.

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

Cover image:	Native Hawaiian garden at the ‘Imiloa Astronomy 
Center of Hawai‘i, University of Hawai‘i at Hilo 
(https://imiloahawaii.org), an education centre bridging 
indigenous Hawaiian and western knowledge systems. 
Photograph by Melinda S. Allen, July 2009.



Volume 128 SEPTEMBER 2019 Number 3

CONTENTS

Notes and News ...................................................................................... 259

Articles

JEFFREY SISSONS
Letters to a Māori Prophet: Living with Atua in Mid-Nineteenth-
	 Century Taranaki (New Zealand).................................................  261

MARY DE LAAT
Life and Death of an Egg Hunter: Proposal for a Reinterpretation 
	 of a Rapa Nui (Easter Island) String Figure Chant ....................  279

BRIEN A. MEILLEUR
Hawaiian Seascapes and Landscapes: Reconstructing Elements
	 of a Polynesian Ecological Knowledge System ...........................  305

ANNETTE KÜHLEM, CHRISTIAN HARTL-REITER, 
NEKA ATAN HEY and SINGA PAKARATI
Eyes Towards the Horizon: Structure-From-Motion 
	 Photogrammetry Enhances Understanding of Ship 
	 Petroglyphs from Rapa Nui (Easter Island) ................................  337

Reviews

Belgrave, Michael: Dancing with the King: The Rise and Fall of the 
	 King Country, 1864–1885. MARAMA MURU-LANNING ......................  353

Bryant-Tokalau, Jenny: Indigenous Pacific Approaches to Climate Change: 
	 Pacific Island Countries. JAI PATEL ...........................................................  354

Ka‘ili, Tēvita O.: Marking Indigeneity: The Tongan Art of Sociospatial 
	 Relations. TELESIA KALAVITE .................................................................  356



Moyle, Richard: Ritual and Belief on Takū: Polynesian Religion 
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NOTES AND NEWS

Contributors to This Issue
Christian Hartl-Reiter is a surveying engineer and has worked for archaeological 
projects all over the world. He is part of the German Expedition to Easter Island of 
the German Archaeological Institute. At the site of Ava Ranga Uka A Toroke Hau and 
the greater Quebrada Vaipú he is in charge of topographic mapping, structure-from-
motion documentation of the excavation and spot finds, drone photography and field 
surveying. In 2015 he gave a course for Rapanui archaeology students on structure-
from-motion photogrammetry, especially for the documentation of petroglyphs. He 
has also worked in the Solomon Islands, Marquesas Islands and Palau.

Neka Atan Hey was born and raised on Rapa Nui. As the daughter of a Rapanui 
fisherman, she has a profound knowledge of and concern for the ocean and for marine 
life. She lived in mainland Chile while gaining her degree as an educator. On Rapa 
Nui she is involved in community projects concerned with health management, 
infrastructure and cultural heritage management. She has worked for several 
archaeological projects, including as forewoman at the Ava Ranga Uka A Toroke 
Hau and O Pipiri sites. As a mother of four her focus is on preserving and passing 
on Rapanui culture to the next generation. In 2014, she was recognised for her 
commitment to Rapa Nui social and cultural causes.

Annette Kühlem is a research archaeologist for the Institute of Ecosystem Research 
of the Christian-Albrechts-University Kiel and for the Commission of Archaeology 
of Non-European Cultures of the German Archaeological Institute. Her research 
has taken her across the Pacific, from the Solomon Islands to the Marquesas, Rapa 
Nui and Palau. For ten years she has been working at Ava Ranga Uka A Toroke 
Hau site on Rapa Nui. In 2015 she received a post-doctoral research scholarship 
to investigate the concept of sacred trees in East Polynesia. She is currently part 
of an interdisciplinary team investigating monumental earthworks on Babeldaob, 
Republic of Palau.  

Mary de Laat holds an MA in history from Utrecht University. His professional 
career has been in software development and design. His research interests are 
Rapanui history and culture, with special emphasis on the undeciphered rongorongo 
script. He currently lives in The Hague (The Netherlands). In 2009 he published 
Words Out of Wood: Proposals for the Decipherment of the Easter Island Script 
with Eburon Academic Publishers, Utrecht. He has also published in the Rapa Nui 
Journal: The Journal of the Easter Island Foundation.

Brien Meilleur has conducted ethnobiological research mostly in the northern 
French Alps (Savoie) and in East Polynesia (Marquesas, Society Islands and Hawaiʻi). 
He was manager of the Amy B.H. Greenwell Ethnobotanical Garden, a unit of 
the Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum in Kona, Hawaiʻi Island, before becoming 
president and executive director of the Center for Plant Conservation, based then 
at the Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis. He has undertaken ethnobiological 
consultancies, mostly in Europe, for IPGRI (International Plant Genetic Resources 
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Institute, now Bioversity International), the FAO and the European Union. His latest 
book (in French), on traditional irrigation in the northern French Alps, was published 
in 2017 by L’Harmattan, Paris.

Singa Pakarati comes from a large Rapanui family and has lived on Rapa Nui most 
of his life. His degree is in agricultural studies. He served as an elected member of the 
Commission for the Development of Easter Island (CODEIPA) where he represents 
Rapanui people in political matters vis-à-vis mainland Chile. He has worked with 
archaeological projects, including an island-wide site survey, and as foreman for the 
German Expedition to Easter Island. He passes on his knowledge of toponymy and 
oral traditions to school groups and has recently built an experimental farm on his 
land where he teaches the horticultural techniques of the ancient Rapanui.

Jeffrey Sissons is an associate professor in the School of Social and Cultural 
Studies at Victoria University of Wellington, where he teaches anthropology. His 
most recent book is The Polynesian Iconoclasm: Religious Revolution and the 
Seasonality of Power (2014), published by Berghahn Books. He is currently working 
on a Royal Society of New Zealand Marsden-funded project on the Taranaki prophet 
Tamati Te Ito Ngāmoke. 
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