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NOTES AND NEWS

Contributors to This Issue
Michael Goldsmith retired in 2014 as Associate Professor of Anthropology at the 
University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand, where he remains an Honorary 
Fellow. He has published across a wide range of topics in Pacific ethnography, 
history and politics, but much of his work has focused on Tuvalu, where he 
conducted fieldwork in 1978–1979 and 1979–1980, with brief return visits since. In 
pursuit of more detailed understanding of Tuvaluan history, he has collaborated on 
several occasions with the historian Doug Munro, most notably on The Accidental 
Missionary: Tales of Elekana (Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies, 
University of Canterbury, 2002). He also retains a strong interest in aspects of New 
Zealand cultural identity and ethnicity, especially in relation to the dominant majority 
(“European”, “white”, or “Pākehā”).

Stephanie Ketterer Hobbis (PhD, EHESS and Concordia University) is a political 
anthropologist and an Assistant Professor with the Sociology of Development and 
Change Group, Wageningen University, the Netherlands. Her research focuses on the 
negotiation of everyday insecurities in rural Melanesia and its growing urban, global, 
digital entanglements, and has been published in journals such as Anthropological 
Forum, Asia Pacific Viewpoint, Social Anthropology/Anthropologie Sociale, and 
Development in Practice.

Fraser Macdonald is an anthropologist of religion and a Lecturer in Anthropology 
at the University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand. His research focuses on the 
intersection of evangelical and Pentecostal Christianity and Melanesian cultural 
contexts. He has recently been awarded a Marsden Fast Start grant to conduct research 
into Melanesian revivalism in the 1970s.

Debra McDougall is Senior Lecturer in Anthropology and director of the 
anthropology major at the University of Melbourne. She is a scholar of Oceania 
with expertise in the anthropology of religion, language, culture, gender relations 
and education. She authored Engaging with Strangers: Love and Violence in the 
Rural Solomon Islands (Berghahn, 2016) and numerous book chapters and articles 
on dynamics of Christian conversion in Solomon Islands. She is now involved 
in collaborative work with the Kulu Language Institute, a remarkable grassroots 
initiative that is fostering the critical study of language and culture on Ranongga. 

Jeffrey Sissons is an Associate Professor who teaches cultural anthropology 
at Victoria University of Wellington. His most recent book is The Polynesian 
Iconoclasm: Religious Revolution and the Seasonality of Power (Berghahn, 2014). 
He is currently working on a Marsden-funded project on the Taranaki prophet Tamati 
Te Ito Ngāmoke. 






