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NOTES AND NEWS

Contributors to This Issue

Colin Dyer is a Senior Research Fellow in the School of Languages and Comparative 
Cultural Studies at the University of Queensland. He received his doctorate in History 
from the Université de Caen following undergraduate studies at universities in England 
and France. He has conducted seminars for doctoral students at several universities 
in France and been a Visiting Professor at the University of Virginia and University 
of Victoria, Canada.

Patrick V. Kirch is the Class of 1954 Professor of Anthropology and Integrative 
Biology at the University of California, Berkeley. A member of the U.S. National 
Academy of Sciences, he has carried out archaeological and ethnographic research 
throughout Polynesia for more than 40 years. His latest book, A Shark Going Inland Is 
My Chief: The Island Civilization of Ancient Hawai‘i, won the Society for American 
Archaeology’s 2013 book award.

Sarina Pearson is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Film, Television and 
Media Studies at the University of Auckland. Her research interests include the roles 
of Pacific peoples in Hollywood film and in indigenous motion picture production. 

Clive Ruggles is Emeritus Professor of Archaeoastronomy in the School of 
Archaeology and Ancient History at the University of Leicester, U.K. His research 
focuses upon people’s perceptions and uses of the sky and celestial objects in various 
social contexts, and his publications range from prehistoric Europe and pre-Columbian 
America to indigenous astronomies in Africa and elsewhere. He is a past President of 
the Prehistoric Society and is a leading figure in a joint initiative by UNESCO and 
the International Astronomical Union working to promote, preserve and protect the 
world’s most important astronomical heritage sites.

Warren D. Sharp is a Geochronologist and Associate Director at the Berkeley 
Geochronology Center in Berkeley, California. He directs the Center’s uranium-
series dating laboratory, which is dedicated to providing a temporal framework for 
significant events and processes within the past 500,000 years in a variety of contexts 
including archaeology, paleo-anthropology, paleo-climatology and neotectonics. He has 
previously collaborated with Professor Kirch and others to refine the chronology of pre-
contact Polynesian monumental architecture in the Hawaiian and Society Islands.

Jim Williams of Kai Tahu is a Senior Lecturer in Te Tumu, The School of Mäori, 
Pacific and Indigenous Studies, at the University of Otago, where he teaches a stream 
of Kai Tahu and Environmental Management papers. His area of research includes 
traditional Mäori ways and Mäori environmental management, with particular 
emphasis on his own iwi, Kai Tahu. 

Lakalaka: A Tongan Masterpiece of Performing Arts

The Tongan lakalaka, in which sung poetry is performed by massed dancers, was 
recognised by UNESCO in 2003 as a “Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity”. This book is an elegant product of UNESCO’s recognition. 



Notes & News6

It was created and produced by Adrienne L. Kaeppler and the Vava‘u Press in large 
landscape format with an abundance of striking images and an accessible, informative 
text (see Publications Received for details). Available from Vava‘u Press: email 
mfonua@matangitonga.to

Bequest

The Officers and Council of the Polynesian Society gratefully acknowledge a legacy 
of ₤1000 received from the estate of Andrew John White, a longstanding member 
of the Society.

Jenifer Curnow—1931-2013

The Polynesian Society’s officers and council wish to acknowledge their debt to 
Jenifer Curnow. Jeny as a mature student became a scholar of Mäori language and 
culture under the guidance of the late Bruce Biggs, Patu Hohepa and other scholars 
of Mäori Studies at the University of Auckland. Her MA research on Wiremu Maihi 
Te Rangikäheke produced not only a thesis translating much of his work but also 
several articles (among them in JPS 94:97-147, 99: 7-54, 128-77). In recent years Jeny 
took a major role in Polynesian Society publishing initiatives. She managed and also 
co-edited, in collaboration with Jane McRae, the new edition of the four volumes of 
Sir Apirana Ngata’s great collection of songs, Nga Moteatea (2003-2007, Auckland 
University Press in collaboration with the Polynesian Society). With that done, she took 
on the preparation of a new edition of Pei Te Hurinui Jones’ King Potatau (2009, Huia 
Press in collaboration with the Polynesian Society). Neither of these projects could 
have been accomplished without Jeny’s expertise and meticulous management. 




