~ The Journal
of the

Polynesian Society

VOLUME 129 No.4 DECEMBER 20120

[/
THE POLYNESIAN SOCIETY] »
THE UNIVERSITY OF AUGKLAND'
NEW ZEALAND | |

\f
J



THE JOURNAL OF THE
POLYNESIAN SOCIETY

Volume 129 DECEMBER 2020 Number 4

Editor
MELINDA S. ALLEN

Reviews Editor
PHYLLIS HERDA

Editorial Assistant
MONA-LYNN COURTEAU

Published quarterly by the Polynesian Society (Inc.),
Auckland, New Zealand



Cover image: Double-petal form of kaute, Potaka Marae, Takitumu
District, Rarotonga, southern Cook Islands.
Photograph by Gerald McCormack.

Published in New Zealand by the Polynesian Society (Inc.)
Copyright © 2020 by the Polynesian Society (Inc.)

Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study,
research, criticism, or review, as permitted under the
Copyright Act, no part of this publication may be reproduced
by any process without written permission.

Inquiries should be made to:

Secretary

jps@auckland.ac.nz

The Polynesian Society

c¢/- Anthropology, School of Social Sciences
University of Auckland

Private Bag 92019, Auckland

ISSN 0032-4000 (print)
ISSN 2230-5955 (online)

Indexed in SCOPUS, WEB OF SCIENCE, INFORMIT NEW ZEALAND COLLECTION,
INDEX NEW ZEALAND, ANTHROPOLOGY PLUS, ACADEMIC SEARCH PREMIER,
HISTORICAL ABSTRACTS, EBSCOhost, MLA INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY,
JSTOR, CURRENT CONTENTS (Social & Behavioural Sciences), ERIHPLUS.

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND



Volume 129 DECEMBER 2020 Number 4

CONTENTS

INOLES ANA INEWS ... 349

Articles

ATHOLL ANDERSON and FIONA PETCHEY
The Transfer of Kiimara (Ipomoea batatas) from East to
South Polynesia and Its Dispersal in New Zealand ................... 351

ADRIENNE L. KAEPPLER and JO ANNE VAN TILBURG
Carved Komari (Vulva) Stones from Rapa Nui: Museum Objects,
Legacy Data and Contemporary Local History ......................... 383

LEX A.J. THOMSON, PAUL A. GERAGHTY

and WILLIAM H. WILSON
Kaute: An Endemic East Polynesian Hibiscus? ..........c..ccccccceeien.. 407

Reviews

Berman, Elise: Talking Like Children: Language and the Production of Age
in the Marshall Islands. JULIE SPRAY ..o 447

Carreau, Lucie, Alison Clark, Alana Jelinek, Erna Lilje and

Nicholas Thomas (eds): Pacific Presences: Oceanic Art and
European Museums, Volumes 1 and 2. REBECCA PHILLIPPS .......... 449

Publications RECEIVE. ..............cceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeee e e s 452






NOTES AND NEWS

Contributors to This Issue

Atholl Anderson is an Emeritus Professor, formerly on the staff of the Anthropology
Department, University of Otago, and held the Chair of Prehistory in the Institute
of Advanced Studies, Australian National University, from 1993 to 2008. He has
worked extensively in Oceanic archaeology, ethnohistory and palacoenvironmental
studies across the Indian and Pacific oceans from Madagascar to the Galapagos
Islands. In retirement his research is mainly in southern New Zealand. He
co-authored the multiple-award-winning Tangata Whenua: An Illustrated History
with Judith Binney and Aroha Harris (2014; Bridget William Books and Auckland
War Memorial Museum).

Paul A. Geraghty earned his PhD from the University of Hawai‘i with a dissertation
on the history of the Fijian languages. He was Director of the Institute of Fijian
Language and Culture in Suva from 1986 to 2001 and is currently Adjunct Associate
Professor in Linguistics at the University of the South Pacific. He is author and editor
of several books, including The History of the Fijian Languages (University of
Hawai‘i Press), Fijian Phrasebook (Lonely Planet), Borrowing: A Pacific Perspective
(Australian National University Press) and The Macquarie Dictionary of English for
the Fiji Islands, and articles on Pacific languages, culture and history.

Adrienne L. Kaeppler is an anthropologist and Curator of Oceanic Ethnology
at the National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington,
D.C. Formerly of the Bernice P. Bishop Museum (Honolulu), she has carried out
fieldwork in Tonga, Hawai‘i and elsewhere in Polynesia. Her research focuses on
the relationships between social structure and the arts, including music and dance,
and she has published widely on these subjects.

Fiona Petchey is an Associate Professor at the University of Waikato and Deputy
Director of the Waikato Radiocarbon Dating Laboratory specialising in AMS dating
of archaeological materials. She has researched the complex '“C pathways in shellfish
and human bone and has used this knowledge, in combination with Bayesian
statistical methodologies, to solve chronological problems in archaeology. She has
written extensively on marine reservoir variation anomalies and temporal offsets and
their impact on archaeological chronologies of human dispersal across the Pacific.

Lex A.J. Thomson is a forest scientist and Associate Adjunct Professor in
Agroforestry and Pacific Islands Agribusiness at the University of the Sunshine Coast.
He has worked extensively on forestry, agroforestry and agricultural production
systems in 40 tropical developing countries including assessing the impacts of climate
change on Pacific Islands forests. He has led Bioversity International’s global forest
biodiversity research programme, CSIRO’s South Pacific Forest Genetic Resources
Initiative, SPC-EU Facilitating Agricultural Commodity Trade and the Pacific
Agribusiness Research for Development Initiative. He is an authority on Australian
and Pacific Islands tree species, and in particular has published on acacias, casuarina
(ironwood), hibiscus and sandalwood.
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Jo Anne Van Tilburg is an archaeologist and director of the Rock Art Archive,
Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, University of California, Los Angeles. Her research
centres on ancient aesthetics in the context of ecology and history. As director of the
Easter Island Statue Project (www.easterislandstatueproject.org) she has conducted
and published a wide-ranging inventory and analysis of the monolithic sculpture
and headed major excavations in the statue quarry.

William H. Wilson is a Professor of linguistics, language revitalization and
Hawaiian at the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo Hawaiian language college, Ka Haka
‘Ula O Ke‘elikolani. His PhD is from the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa and
focused on Polynesian historical linguistics. His early work on Polynesian possessives
suggested that East Polynesia was settled from the Northern Outliers, a relationship
that he has since more fully documented with extensive linguistic data. He is best
known in Hawai‘i and internationally for his work in Hawaiian language revitalization
and outreach support to Native American language communities.





