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Cover image: Mōai taŋata wooden figurine from Easter Island, curated 
in the Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology and 
Ethnography, St Petersburg (Inv. 402-2; acquired by 
Nicholas Miklouho-Maclay 1871). Red pigment is 
preserved on the teeth and in the nostrils; the glyph “Three 
Water Spirits” features tiny obsidian inlays. Photograph 
by Albert Davletshin, by the courtesy of Tatiana Sokolova 
(Senior Curator of the collection “Oceania, Australia and 
Indonesia”).
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NOTES AND NEWS

Contributors to This Issue
Albert Davletshin is a research fellow with the Russian State University for 
the Humanities, Institute for Oriental and Classical Studies in Moscow since 
2003. He completed his PhD thesis on the palaeography of Maya hieroglyphic 
writing at Knorozov Centre for Mesoamerican Studies in 2003. He works 
on Polynesian and Mesoamerican languages, logosyllabic writing systems, 
iconography and historical linguistics. He has carried out linguistic field work 
on the languages of Pisaflores Tepehua (Mexico), Sym Evenki and Ket (Siberia), 
Rapa Nui (Easter Island) and Nukeria (a Polynesian Outlier in Papua New Guinea).

Kelly Mitchell (Ngāti Māhanga/Waikato Tainui) is an undergraduate student of Te 
Kawa a Māui (BA Māori Studies and Te Reo Māori) and the Faculty of Law at Te 
Herenga Waka Victoria University of Wellington. Her research interests include 
decolonisation within the justice system, prison abolition and reaffirming gender 
equality within te ao Māori. Within these kaupapa, her interests include Māori 
justice systems, the harms and purpose of the prison system, and takatāpui roles 
in te ao Māori. In 2019 she was awarded a Ngā Pae o Te Māramatanga Summer 
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