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reproduction technologies from a New Zealand perspective. He has been particularly
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Paul Horley started his studies of Rapanui culture after visiting the island for
the first time in 2002. His research interests include rock art and portable wooden
figurines, as well as 3D modelling of Rapanui objects and archaeological sites.
His principal effort has been dedicated to the study of the rongorongo script (the
unique writing system developed in Rapa Nui before European contact) focusing
on iconographic, palacographic and structural analysis of the surviving inscriptions.
He has also worked to improve the graphical documentation of rongorongo texts.

José Miguel Ramirez-Aliaga is a Chilean archaeologist (Universidad de Chile,
1983) with a deep connection to Rapa Nui, as a curator of the Fonck Museum
in Vifla del Mar (1981-1992) and Administrator of the Rapa Nui National Park
(1993-1999). His first contact with Rapa Nui and Thor Heyerdahl in 1987
triggered his interest in the arrival of Polynesian navigators to Chile and their
effects on Mapuche culture. Twenty years later, he led an international team who
found Polynesian DNA in pre-Columbian chicken bones from southern Chile. He
subsequently investigated Polynesian morphological traits in human skeletons from
other two archaeological sites.

Reidar Solsvik is a Norwegian archaeologist and curator of the Kon-Tiki Museum
since 2008, having mainly studied the origin and development of the Polynesian
temple complex, known as malae, in the western islands of Polynesia and variants
of marae in the east. His main excavations were carried out in Maeva on Huahine
in the Society Islands, but he has also undertaken field studies on Rapa Nui and in
the Marquesas and Hawaiian Islands. His recent studies focus on research history,
in particular the life and works of the famous Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl
and his expedition to Rapa Nui in 1955-1956. Currently, he is researching the early
development of Heyerdahl’s theory on the settlement of the Polynesian Islands.

Steven Webster immigrated with his family from the USA to New Zealand in
1972. He taught courses in social anthropology and Maori studies at the University
of Auckland until retiring in 1998. He continues there as an honorary research fellow.
His PhD thesis, from the University of Washington, Seattle, was on ecology and
kinship in an indigenous community in the Peruvian Andes. In New Zealand he took
up research among Maori in the Urewera and the university. His courses developed
from kinship, ethnicity, history of anthropology and Maori land history in colonial
New Zealand to political-economic critique of ideologies.
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