
T
H

E
 JO

U
R

N
A

L
 O

F
 T

H
E

 P
O

LY
N

E
S

IA
N

 S
O

C
IE

T
Y

V
O

L
U

M
E

 130 N
o.4  D

E
C

E
M

B
E

R
 2021

VOLUME 130 No.4  DECEMBER 2021VOLUME 130 No.4  DECEMBER 2021



THE JOURNAL OF THE
POLYNESIAN SOCIETY

Volume 130 DECEMBER 2021 Number 4

Published quarterly by the Polynesian Society (Inc.),
Auckland, New Zealand

Editor
MELINDA S. ALLEN 

Reviews Editor
PHYLLIS HERDA

BILLIE LYTHBERG

Editorial Assistant
MONA-LYNN COURTEAU



274

Published in New Zealand by the Polynesian Society (Inc.)

Copyright © 2021 by the Polynesian Society (Inc.)

Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study,
research, criticism, or review, as permitted under the
Copyright Act, no part of this publication may be reproduced
by any process without written permission.

Inquiries should be made to:

 Secretary
 jps@auckland.ac.nz
 The Polynesian Society
 c/- Anthropology, School of Social Sciences
 University of Auckland
 Private Bag 92019, Auckland

ISSN 0032-4000 (print)
ISSN 2230-5955 (online)

Indexed in Scopus, Web of Science, Informit New Zealand Collection, Index New Zealand, 
Anthropology Plus, Academic Search Premier, Historical Abstracts, EBSCOhost, MLA 
International Bibliography, JSTOR, Current Contents (Social & Behavioral Sciences), 
ERIH PLUS. 

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

Cover image:	Upper blades of the ceremonial paddles ‘ao 
from Rapa Nui (Easter Island) represent 
stylised depictions of a human face with a 
feather crown: (left) ‘ao 22845 in the Ethnology 
Museum, Vienna; (right) ‘ao E129749 in the 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington. Drawings 
by Paul Horley.



275

Volume 130 DECEMBER 2021 Number 4

CONTENTS

Contributors to This Issue ...................................................................... 277

Articles

PAUL HORLEY, REIDAR SOLSVIK and JOSÉ MIGUEL 
RAMÍREZ-ALIAGA
Rapanui Paddles and the Bountiful Sea .............................................  279

EDMOND SAMUEL FEHOKO
Exploring the Progression from Games to Gambling in Tonga .........  311

STEVEN WEBSTER
Whakamoana-ed (Set Adrift)? 
	 Tūhoe Māori Confront Commodification, 1894–1926 .................... 327 

Reviews

Harris, Aroha: Te Ao Hurihuri: The Changing World 1920–2014. 
	 HELENE CONNOR .................................................................................  351

Kaa, Hirini: Te Hāhi Mihinare: The Māori Anglican Church. 
	 MICHAEL REILLY ................................................................................  353





277

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE 

Edmond Fehoko has a Bachelor of Arts (Criminology & Social Sciences), a Master 
of Arts (Social Sciences), and a PhD in Public Health from AUT University (2020). 
In 2013 he was awarded a Prime Minister’s Pacific Youth Award. In 2020–21 was a 
Te Tomokanga Postdoctoral Fellow based at the University of Auckland and Health 
Research Council Pacific Postdoctoral Fellow. He was also the Pacific Research 
Lead for a Marsden-funded research project exploring barriers accessing assisted 
reproduction technologies from a New Zealand perspective. He has been particularly 
interested in the use of traditional Tongan faikava in western research spaces. 

Paul Horley started his studies of Rapanui culture after visiting the island for 
the first time in 2002. His research interests include rock art and portable wooden 
figurines, as well as 3D modelling of Rapanui objects and archaeological sites. 
His principal effort has been dedicated to the study of the rongorongo script (the 
unique writing system developed in Rapa Nui before European contact) focusing 
on iconographic, palaeographic and structural analysis of the surviving inscriptions. 
He has also worked to improve the graphical documentation of rongorongo texts.
José Miguel Ramírez-Aliaga is a Chilean archaeologist (Universidad de Chile, 

1983) with a deep connection to Rapa Nui, as a curator of the Fonck Museum 
in Viña del Mar (1981–1992) and Administrator of the Rapa Nui National Park 
(1993–1999). His first contact with Rapa Nui and Thor Heyerdahl in 1987 
triggered his interest in the arrival of Polynesian navigators to Chile and their 
effects on Mapuche culture. Twenty years later, he led an international team who 
found Polynesian DNA in pre-Columbian chicken bones from southern Chile. He 
subsequently investigated Polynesian morphological traits in human skeletons from 
other two archaeological sites. 

Reidar Solsvik is a Norwegian archaeologist and curator of the Kon-Tiki Museum 
since 2008, having mainly studied the origin and development of the Polynesian 
temple complex, known as malae, in the western islands of Polynesia and variants 
of marae in the east. His main excavations were carried out in Maeva on Huahine 
in the Society Islands, but he has also undertaken field studies on Rapa Nui and in 
the Marquesas and Hawaiian Islands. His recent studies focus on research history, 
in particular the life and works of the famous Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl 
and his expedition to Rapa Nui in 1955–1956. Currently, he is researching the early 
development of Heyerdahl’s theory on the settlement of the Polynesian Islands.

Steven Webster immigrated with his family from the USA to New Zealand in 
1972. He taught courses in social anthropology and Māori studies at the University 
of Auckland until retiring in 1998. He continues there as an honorary research fellow. 
His PhD thesis, from the University of Washington, Seattle, was on ecology and 
kinship in an indigenous community in the Peruvian Andes. In New Zealand he took 
up research among Māori in the Urewera and the university. His courses developed 
from kinship, ethnicity, history of anthropology and Māori land history in colonial 
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