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E muamua ‘ona ‘ou fa‘atulou atu ‘i le pa‘ia ma le mamalu lasilasi ‘ua 
mafai ‘ona o‘o iai lenei tusitusiga.

E fia ‘avea lenei avanoa ‘ou te fa‘atalofa atu ai ma le agaga fa‘aaloalo,  
‘i le pa‘ia ma le mamalu o le aofia.

Fa‘afetai tele ‘i le Polynesian Society, mo lenei avanoa ua tatou fesilafa‘i 
ai, ‘i le lagi e mamā.

Mālō le soifua maua! Talofa lava and Warm Pacific Greetings!

Firstly, I would like to begin by humbly excusing myself to all those who 
are able to be together through this text.

I would like to take this opportunity to greet you, with humility and 
respect from my spirit. This greeting extends to all who reach this.

Thank you to the Polynesian Society for this opportunity that we are able 
to safely gather in clear skies.

Good health and greetings to you. Talofa lava and warm Pacific greetings!

This issue marks my first year with Waka Kuaka The Journal of the Polynesian 
Society, and the past 12 months have been a period of new directions and 
reimagining for the journal. As the new editor, it has been a time of learning, 
reflection, advocacy and collaboration. There have been many talanoa 
(conversations, sharing of ideas) with colleagues, peers and friends about the 
Polynesian Society and how we can both honour its history and move towards 
this new vision symbolised by our renaming of the journal in December 2022. 

This reimagining of Waka Kuaka was realised in the previous double 
special issue (March–June 2023), which was edited alongside Dr Lisa 
Uperesa and showcased a number of emerging Pacific scholars and their work 
on Pacific research methodologies. It marked an exciting moment of growth 
and critical reflection in Pacific-led research. This issue further develops our 
new vision for Waka Kuaka, and we are excited to unveil the new feature 
of the Curatorium as an exclusive space for the gallery and museum sector 
in the Pacific, showcased in this journal alongside scholarship that is more 
traditionally aligned with Waka Kuaka. 

The Curatorium is a collaboration between Dr Nina Tonga, Curator, 
Contemporary Art at the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, and 
Dr Andrea Low, Associate Curator, Contemporary World at Tāmaki Paenga 
Hira Auckland War Memorial Museum. Together, they will coordinate this 
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feature twice yearly in Waka Kuaka to highlight critical discourses and 
scholarship in the gallery and museum sector. In this issue, they talanoa 
about their roles as Pacific curators and how curatorial activism features in 
their practices. They also highlight two collaborative projects between their 
respective museums and Pacific communities in Aotearoa New Zealand that 
have worked towards shaping collection and display practices in the sector. 
This exciting new feature in Waka Kuaka seeks to give space to people and 
ideas in Aotearoa and the wider Pacific about art, curation, museums and 
the significance of our cultural taonga (treasures). 

Giacomo Nerici and Michael J. Koch also contribute an article on how 
meaning and value are created through a complex range of discourses, 
understandings, interpretations and actions—academic and traditional, 
written and oral, formal and informal—that they term “tiki talk” about the 
‘I‘ipona statues at Hiva‘oa in the Marquesas, which are of great traditional and 
spiritual importance. This article is a significant anthropological contribution, 
arguing that “the rediscovery of tradition should be understood as a hybrid 
product, conceived by both ‘enata/‘enana (Indigenous people) and hao‘e 
(foreigners)” (p. 311). Next, Raphael Richter-Gravier surveys and analyses 
30 traditional bird stories from Polynesia that feature themes of separation, 
competition or deception. This fascinating article focuses on traditional 
stories collected as part of Richter-Gravier’s PhD work at Te Whare Wānanga 
o Ōtākou University of Otago and documents the significance of manu (birds) 
for Polynesians who explained their characteristics and behaviours in their 
oral histories transmitted over multiple generations. 

We are fortunate to have Jo Anne Van Tilburg contribute a shorter com-
munication expanding on an earlier piece published in the Journal of the 
Polynesian Society in 2014 that corrects the misidentification of Te Hati 
Reŋa a Roŋo Pu‘a, an important Rapanui elder.

Finally, in this issue we also have book reviews by Terava Kaʻanapu 
Casey of Bruno Saura’s A Fish Named Tahiti: Myths and Power in Ancient 
Polynesia, Rowan Light of Bain Attwood’s “A Bloody Difficult Subject”: 
Ruth Ross, te Tiriti o Waitangi and the Making of History and Peter Sheppard 
of Patrick Vinton Kirch’s edited volume Talepakemalai: Lapita and Its 
Transformations in the Mussau Islands of Near Oceania.

We are excited about how this issue of Waka Kuaka The Journal of 
the Polynesian Society both reaches back and strengthens the traditional 
offerings of the journal and develops our new direction. We are only at the 
beginning of our journey in new waters, and we hope our readers—both 
old and new—are excited to be part of our waka/vaka/va‘a (canoe) charting 
the waves ahead of us. 

Dr Marcia Leenen-Young
Editor
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